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1itdi'YU {ovens} in the Wa'siw Sierra 

William Bloomer, John Betrs, and Susan Lindstrom 

T,j 

Recent excavatiom in Squaw Valiq uncovered kzrge and small ovem used by Wa liw (Washoe) 
ancestors. Prehistoric ovem - rare finds in the northern Sierra - are important because they serve as 
a tangible focus for Wa liw remembrance, as well as for archaeological investigation. Wa liw elders 
who visitea the Squaw Valley excavation talked about how the ovem were usea - offering imight, 
perspective and a real connection with Squaw Valley prehistory. In addition, as th!s case illustrates, 
the aifficulty ofreco!!,izing rock ovem amidst g"1Cia[till and shows that kzrge area exposures 
increase the potentialfor discovery. 

7itdi·yu. 
Two kinds of7itdi'YU - rare finds in the Wa'siw Sierra - were uncovered during the 1999 
investigation of CA-PlA-165, at Squaw Valley. This paper, a ~oster session presented at the 
2001 SCA Annual Meetings in Moaesto, is a visual representation of me findings. 

7itdi'YU means "that which is fi re", - and is used by Wa liw to refer to ovens and 
hearths. 

Wa'siw is Washoe 

Figure 1. Project location. 

Wa'siw Knowledge 

Many Wa'siw elders, their children and grandchildren, carne to view and r.alk about the 
7itdi'yu. Wa'siw memory and insight offered knowledge about how 7itdi'yu were used ... and 
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conveyed a rich perspective for archaeological interpretation. Laura Fillmore, remembered 
steaming greens in large 7itdi·yu. CA·l'LA-IbS 

LOC.UlI ' U>JIT~ '2.1. 
.'£.Al'U'RL e : 1I 

f"LOO1l. LtV''EL'· 

D~Awll1!>), : .:!Oi\N 

Large 7itdi"yu: Ovens 

Feature 8 is a large 7itdi'YU 
jCALt..constructed of granite slabs 

and blocks. Asingle outer o 10 20 

ring defines irs form. The LH;.£JD
ring was laid on glacial till, e HAiU~'£.
creating a rock lined o lJATURAI."R
bottom. Asecond half . . 
nng, an upper tier, was 
added to the western arch ­
increasing (he center 
depth. Charcoal recovered 
from between the upper 
and lower tiers returned a 
C14 date of2860 13. P. 
Feature 8 was completely 
removed, but all irs 
structural rocks were 
numbered, mapped, and 
collected for 
reconstruction. 

figure 2. William Bu,omer recording. 
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Figure 4. Featurt 8 
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Figure 3. Feature 8 Cross-section. 
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Figure 4. Feature 8 Plan View. 
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Figure 5. Glacial cobbles provided a natural rock lined bottom for the large ?itdi yu. 

Small 7itdi·yu : Hot Plates 

Fea rures 9 and 10 are small 
7itdi·yu conscructed with a 
single ring of granite blocks set 
on a granite srab base. These 
7itdi'yu were possibly swept 
clean after heating, with food 
cooked directly on the hot 
slabs like "hot plates". 

Fjgur~ 
Figure 6. Steven James suggests the small ?itdi yu date OJ 
might have been usedfor sun drying. 
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recoveredfrom Feature 9sediments returned a C14 date 

Figure 8. Feature 10. Charcoal recovered from Feature 10 sediments returned a CI4 
date 0[2000 B. P. 
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Finding 7itdi'yu on a Glacial Moraine 

Large area exposures 
are necessary ro 
recognize 7jrdi"yu in 
cobble rich Sierran 
sedimenrs. With large 
exposures, rhe granire 
slabs and blockS used 
for building 7irdi'YU sir 
in conlrasr (0 rhe 
rounded glacial 
cobbles. 

Eventually, a 
fragments 
sracked for 
complex of7irdi 

Figure 9. Feature 1at CA-PLA-163 is a remnant litdiyu, 
recognized by the association ofgranite slabs and millingstones 
amiast dense glacial till. Two C14 samples date this near 
surface ?itdi yu.between 910 B. P. and 440 B. P. 

, - -. 

Figure 10. Piles ofexcavatedglacial cobbles flank the Feature 8 exposure. 
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' ", IIIf ..~g.L''l''.... 
Figure 11. This Ix1 meter excavation unit was dug through Feature 8 without recognition. 

The Big Picture 

Eventually, a large area exposure revealed three piles of granite slabs, blocks, and milling 
fragments surrounding Feature 8. These piles, Features 11, 12 and 13, are 7itcli'YU rock, likely 
stacked for eventual use in 7itdi'yu construction. Their proximity to Feature 8 constitutes a 
complex of7itcli'yu related features. 

Figure 12. Lynda Shoshone, Rema John, Lyman Joe, Dinah Pete and her 
granddaughter view the Big Picture. 
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